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SPRING FIELD REPORT, Mar 2012 to May 2012 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 
INTRODUCTION 
Vol. 80 No. 2 
This spring was a definite mixed bag ornithologically, in large part due to the 
mixed bag of weather conditions. Spring Beauty flowers bloomed 10-14 days early 
at Fontenelle Forest (RBa). Observers were decidedly mixed in their assessments of 
the season; veteran observers commenting on the passerine migration noted "poorest 
spring for passerines that I can recall" (LE) and "the sheer numbers of birds seemed 
ridiculously high for this early date of May 3rd" (JR). It should be noted that the 3 
May date saw record counts of a few passerine species at Fontenelle Forest: 65 
American Redstarts, 60 Blackpoll Warblers, and 80 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. 
Acadian Flycatcher was ubiquitous at Indian Cave SP. Impressive seasonal totals fur 
rare migrants included 13 Philadelphia Vireos and 20 Gray-cheeked Thrushes. Few 
passerine migrants were found westward, however. Regarding waterbirds, similar 
mixed opinions and data came to hand; even though few ibises were seen in the 
Rainwater Basin, the overall numbers seemed about average, including 2 Glossy 
Ibis. 
Perhaps of greatest interest ecologically was the earliness of the spring in 
several respects. Nesting began early for Cooper's Hawk and Great Blue Heron, and 
there were numerous record-early arrival dates, both in shorebirds and passerines in 
general; there were 4 record early dates for shorebirds (American Golden-Plover, 
Lesser Yellowlegs, Western Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper) and 3 for passerines 
(Yellow-rumped "Audubon's" Warbler, Clay-colored Sparrow, Field Sparrow). 
Interesting observations included the first state record for Black-chinned 
Hummingbird, a species that is spreading northward in the western Great Plains, an 
amazingly late Snowy Owl picked up alive at Big Springs 29 May, but which died 
soon after, and a minor incursion of White-winged Cross bill. 
ABBREVIATIONS 
Ad: adult 
ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
Cem: Cemetery 
Fem: female 
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos 
HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 
ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha and Richardson Cos 
Imm: immature 
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Jack Sinn: Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Saunders/ Lancaster Cos 
Juv: juvenile 
L: lake 
LM: L Mcconaughy, Keith Co 
LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 
LPB: La Platte Bottoms, Sarpy Co 
ML: Meadowlark L, Seward Co 
m.ob.: many observers 
NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 
PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 
PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 
Res: Reservoir 
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RWB: wetland complex in several counties of southcentral and southeast Nebraska 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 
SP: State Park 
WGP: Walnut Grove Park, Omaha 
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 
WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, south Sioux Co 
OBSERVERS 
AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 
AG: Alan Grenon, Bellevue 
AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 
AP: Andrew Pierson, Gering 
ARy: Al Reyer, Bellevue 
AS: Audrey Sterkel, Sidney 
BF: Bill Fink, San Francisco, CA 
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
BFo: Brian Foster, Bartley 
CH: Carr Heaney, Omaha 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 
DA: Darren Addy, Kearney 
DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 
DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 
DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhorn 
EB: Elaine Bache!, Lincoln 
EBe: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 
EBr: Ed Brogie, Laurel 
EK: Eric Klaphake, Colorado Springs, CO 
ET: Edward Tickle, Lincoln 
G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 
GJ: Gerry Jorgensen, Blair 
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GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 
J&BB: Jesse & Betsy Bolli, Beatrice 
JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 
JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 
JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Doniphan 
JM: Jeanne Miller, Bennington 
JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 
JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont 
JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 
JW: Jake Walker, Lincoln 
JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha 
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KM: Karen Marx, La Vista 
KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 
KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth 
L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue 
LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 
LDi: Lauren Dinan, Lincoln 
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 
LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 
LG: Lynnette Gibson, Grand Island 
LJH: Luke J. Hamilton, Bridgeport 
LM: Laura Marotz, Plattsmouth 
LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
ME: Mike Ellis, Bennington 
MJ: Missy Jens, Bartley 
MJR: Mary Jo Rome, Omaha 
ML: Mark Land, Kansas City, KS 
MN: Marsha Nyffeler, Columbus 
MS: Mary Shoemaker, North Platte 
MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 
NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln 
NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 
PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 
PS: Phil Swanson, Omaha 
RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
RM: Robert Manning, Omaha 
RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 
RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 
RW: Rick Wright, Little Falls, NJ 
SA: Scott Allison, Curtis 
SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
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SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 
TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 
TL: Tucker Lutter, Sioux City, IA 
VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 
SPECIES ACCOUNTS 
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Greater White-fronted Goose: Numbers were low, most notably in the eastern 
RWB, where none were found 14 Mar (JGJ), leading the observer to note 
"conventional wisdom would conclude missing a (Greater White-fronted) 
Goose in the RWB in mid-March is next to impossible" (JGJ). A straggler 
was in Pierce Co 17 May (LE); there are few records after mid-May. 
Feral (Greylag?) Goose: Purely for the record, a presumed escaped bird was seen in 
Cass and Sarpy Cos 29-30 Mar (LM, ARy); interestingly, one was associating 
with Canada Geese in mid-Mar in Kansas City, KS (ML). 
Snow Goose: The usual stragglers were reported; last was one in Scotts Bluff Co 26 
May(AK). 
Ross's Goose: Best count was an impressive 2250 near North Platte 14 Mar (TJW), 
second-highest on record for spring. The 3 highest counts are all in Lincoln 
Co, topped by 5600 on 25 Mar 2001. 
Cackling Goose: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 
Canada Goose: Rather early were 5 goslings with ads at BOL 19 Apr (LE). 
Trumpeter Swan: Two birds with red neck bands, indicating Iowa releases, were in 
Dodge Co 2 Mar (JGJ, KS), and 11 were seen at 2 Dodge Co locations 3 Mar 
(TJW). The pair that nested near Ravenna in 2011 returned; one was on the 
nest 5 May (LR, RH). 
Tundra Swan: This species, always a rare migrant in the state, continues so; the 
only report was of one in Adams Co 13 Mar (PD, photo). 
Wood Duck: Broods were reported west to Lincoln Co 7-15 May (RS, VC, LF); the 
hen with 9 "fuzzies" at FF 7 May (RS) was rather early. 
Mandarin Duck: The male wintering at Pier Park, Grand Island, had departed by 18 
Mar (LG). Provenance of this bird is unknown. 
Gadwall: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 
American Wigeon: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 
Mallard: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide migrant. 
Blue-winged Teal: One at Carter L, Omaha, 2 Mar (JR) was early, as was one at 
Jack Sinn 8 Mar (LE); earliest dates are 28, 28, 28 Feb. 
Cinnamon Teal: There were several reports east to central Nebraska, including one 
rather early in the eastern RWB 14 Mar (JGJ), and a few easterly reports: 
males were in Dodge Co 26 Mar (KS), Lancaster Co 28 Apr (RSt), and Knox 
Co 5 May (MB). 
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Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 
Northern Pintail: Nesting is routine in the western Sandhills, but may occur 
anywhere in the state on occasion. Whether the 7 in the eastern R WB 24 May 
(LE) and 2 in Perkins Co the same day (LE) were nesting is conjectural, 
although several pairs in Perkins Co in 2010 may have been nesting. 
Green-winged Teal: One in Sarpy Co 30 May (L&BP) was tardy; this species is not 
common in summer in the state, especially this far to the southeast. 
Canvasback: Reports were routine for this common to abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 
Redhead: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 
Ring-necked Duck: The 300 at Zorinsky L, Omaha, 3 Mar (JR) was a good count 
for the early date. 
Greater Scaup: Only I 0 were reported, as expected 8 Mar-4 Apr, all in the east (LE, 
BFH, CNK, MB). 
Lesser Scaup: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 
White-winged Scoter: Scoters are rare in spring; an imm was at LO 10-17 Mar 
(JGJ, TJW), earliest on record, and only the 26th for spring. There are 3 
earlier spring records as well as only 3 winter records. 
Black Scoter: An ad male at BOL 21 Apr (LE) was the 9th spring report, but only 
the 4th with details. 
Long-tailed Duck: A rather late surprise was a molting first-year fem at Carter L, 
Omaha, 13-21 Apr (JR); late spring dates are 24 (twice) and 29 Apr. 
Bufflehead: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 
Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine for this abundant winter visitor and 
spring migrant. 
Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant. 
Common Merganser: Stragglers included one in Washington Co 6 May (fide JT), 
and 4 at LM 23 May (LE). 
Red-breasted Merganser: The 1-2 at Offutt Base L, Sarpy Co, 6-15 May (CNK, 
PS) were tardy. Uncommon westward, 3 at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 15 May 
(JW) and 3 at LO 22 May (SM) were good finds. 
Ruddy Duck: The 742 tallied in Lancaster Co 22 Mar (LE) was an excellent count, 
and somewhat early; peak counts are usually in mid-Apr. 
Northern Bobwhite: Concerns for this species were expressed from Dixon (JJ), 
Antelope (MB), and Lancaster (LE) Cos. Encouraging, however, were reports 
from central Nebraska: Custer, Loup, Sherman, and Valley Cos (WF) and 
Greeley Co (LR, RH). Westerly reports were from Scotts Bluff Co (AK) and 
Hitchcock Co (TJW). 
Gray Partridge: Reports of this species have been generally from Knox and Cedar 
Cos in recent years. The only reports were of 2 southeast of Creighton 24 
Apr, where it is becoming "harder to find each year" (MB, EBr), and 2 near 
Bloomfield 9 May (MB). Most are found near fields of alfalfa (MB). 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Southwest Nebraska must be the pheasant capital of the 
world; a 20-stop "crow count" yielded 1299 birds on I May (TJW), an 
average of about 60 per stop. Each male calls at most once every 2 minutes, 
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so all rooster crows heard during the 2-minute period are from different males; 
the best stop tallied 144 males, indicating a very dense population (TJW). 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: The southern Panhandle is at the south edge of this species' 
range; 1-6 were reported from Kimball and Banner Cos 29 Apr (JGJ) through 
23 May (JW, LE). 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: Reports of leks around the perimeter of the Nebraska 
range included the following counties: Dixon (BFH), Pierce (WF), Platte 
(WF), Nance (WF), Butler (JG, LE, RSt, JGJ), Pawnee (WF), Jefferson (WF), 
Clay (PD), Adams (WF), Franklin (WF), Harlan (WF), Gosper (WF), Hayes 
(TJW, WF), Hitchcock (WF, TJW), and Chase (WF). Currently this species 
may be absent in Nebraska only from a few counties near the Missouri River 
between Nemaha Co and Thurston Co, and in most of the Panhandle. 
Wild Turkey: Dependent young were seen rather early in Seward Co 24 May (JG) 
and Otoe Co 27 May (LF). 
Common Loon: One at PL 22 Mar (LE) was near record-early; there are only 5 
earlier dates. 
Pied-billed Grebe: The 120 on Offutt Base L, Sarpy Co, 16 Apr (CNK) was a 
record high for spring. 
Horned Grebe: The 60 in Lancaster Co 30 Mar (LE) was an excellent tally; high for 
spring is 236 at LM. 
Red-necked Grebe: Still a rare spring migrant, but with increasing reports in recent 
years, singles in alternate plumage were in Dodge Co 1 May (GR), Platte Co 
16 May (LDi, photo), and at LO 22 May (SM). These are the 12th-14th 
spring records. 
Eared Grebe: Although a common statewide spring migrant, it is less common in 
the east, and so the 62 at BOL 25 Apr (JGJ) was a good count. 
Western Grebe: Two at BOL 11 Apr (LE) were 3rd-earliest on record for the east, 
where the species is uncommon. LM hosted 600 by 29 May (T JW); breeding 
occurs there if conditions suit. 
Clark's Grebe: The only reports were of 1-3 at LM 23-29 May (LE, TJW). 
Neotropic Cormorant: This species is one of several that are becoming more 
conspicuous northward on the Great Plains. This spring there were 2 reports: 
one was at BOL 12 Mar-16 Apr (LE, m. ob.), with 2 there 30 Mar (LE), and 
another was seen in flight with Double-crested Cormorants in Buffalo Co 16 
Mar(TJW). 
Double-crested Cormorant: Four at HCR 2 Mar (G&WH) were likely early 
migrants; other rather early arrivals were 35 at BOL 12 Mar (LE). Best count 
was 1760 at BOL 13 Apr (LE); high count is 5000. 
American White Pelican: The 12 at HCR 2 Mar (G&WH) were rather early; there 
are several late Feb records of likely early migrants. Best count was 600 over 
FF 17 Apr (CNK); high count for spring is 2700. 
American Bittern: The 12 in Otoe Co 26 Apr (CNK) was a record spring count. 
Breeding may occur wherever conditions are suitable; courting was observed 
at NLB 30 Apr (JC, SS). 
Least Bittern: None were reported; this species is an uncommon spring migrant but 
highly dependent on suitable water conditions, which did not develop this 
spring over much of the state. 
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Great Blue Heron: This species begins nesting very early for a heron; nests were 
being tended in Franklin Co 4 Mar (6 birds, WF) and at LO 10 Mar (IO birds, 
JGJ). 
Great Egret: One in Dakota Co 22 Mar (BFH) was early; there are only 2 earlier 
dates. Numbers were generally low, best count only 18, at ML 20 Apr (JG). 
The only report from the west, where rare, was of one in Keith Co 29 May 
(TJW). 
Snowy Egret: There were 7 reports of 10 birds in all 20 Apr-26 May (m. ob.), 
statewide as expected, for this species and about the norm for a spring period. 
Three were at ML 20 Apr (JG). 
Little Blue Heron: The only report of this uncommon spring migrant was of one 
near Ravenna 29 May (LR, RH). 
Cattle Egret: Numbers were generally low; only about 52 were reported, including 
30 over Creighton 24 Apr (MB). This species is rare in the Panhandle, and so 
one in Scotts Bluff Co 22 May (LE) was noteworthy. 
Green Heron: Reports from the outer reaches of the summer range were of singles 
in Lincoln Co 30 Apr (TJW) and Custer Co 16 and 20 May (WF). 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: A flock of 14, all adults, was in Howard Co 14 Apr 
(WF), suggesting that these were early migrants, as imms usually follow a bit 
later. Earliest spring dates are around I Apr. 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only report of this rare spring migrant was of an 
imm at BOL 13 May (LE). 
Glossy Ibis: As has become the spring norm recently, there were 2 reports. One was 
in Lancaster Co 12-15 May (LE, ET photo, m.ob.) and another was in Dawson 
Co 18-20 May (TJW, DL ). Of 50+ records of this species in spring, all but 3 
have occurred since 2004. A hybrid was reported from Seward Co 25 Apr 
(JGJ). 
White-faced Ibis: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 
Turkey Vulture: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 
Osprey: A pair returned to the nest platform at Scottsbluff and were working on the 
nest 6 Apr (KD). Best count was the 7 in Lancaster Co 19 Apr (LE), tying 
the spring high. 
Mississippi Kite: Arrivals were early: around 9 Apr at the new nesting site at North 
Platte (fide TJW) and flyovers in the east at FF 14 Apr (RS) and 21 Apr in 
eastern Douglas Co (CNK). The North Platte arrival is the earliest on record, 
and there are only 2 other reports earlier than 23 Apr. Strangely, first arrivals 
at the traditional summer site of Ogallala were not noted until 23 May (5; JO). 
Bald Eagle: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and uncommon 
summer resident. 
Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
uncommon summer resident. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon spring migrant. 
Cooper's Hawk: Copulation was noted very early on I 0 Mar in Lincoln (WF); nest 
dates are clustered around the 2nd week of May (WM). 
Northern Goshawk: None were reported of this rare spring migrant. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: Encouraging reports were received; this species may be 
expanding its minimal Nebraska range. One at FF 29 Apr (CNK) was at a 
Vol. 80 No. 2 The Nebraska Bird Review 53 
traditional location, but singles at WP 26 and 30 Apr (DL), ICSP 28 Apr (JR), 
and, westerly, at Chester Island WMA, Lincoln Co, 11 May (TJW) were at 
potential new nesting sites. 
Broad-winged Hawk: Like Red-shouldered Hawk, this species is apparently a rare 
breeder in Nebraska, but there are very few documented records, and only one 
egg date, that in mid-May from the 1890s (fide WM). However, breeding 
may occur more often than reported, especially at at FF and ICSP; reports 
from those locations included singles at FF 3 Apr (ARy) through 13 May (LE, 
AG) and at ICSP 13 May (TG) and 28 May (WRS). Breeding at Neale 
Woods, southeast Washington Co, may be taking place; one there 1 May was 
at the same location at which it had been seen in the previous 2 years (NR). 
Additional reports, likely migrants, were 18-29 Apr (D&JP, JWH, LE, JGJ, 
MB), including a westerly report at LM 29 Apr (JGJ). 
Swainson's Hawk: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident, mostly westerly. 
Red-tailed Hawk: Nest-building 13 Mar in Thurston Co (CNK) was about on time. 
A "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawk was rather late in Garfield Co 17 Apr (JJ). 
Ferruginous Hawk: Rare eastward in winter and early spring, a "light juv" was in 
Lancaster Co 8 Mar (LE) and a single was in Buffalo Co 26 Apr (WF). The 
latter bird, as well as singles in northeast Hayes Co 18 Apr and 1 May (TJW), 
were likely non-breeding imms. 
Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide winter 
visitor and spring migrant. 
Golden Eagle: Reports were routine for this uncommon spring migrant, rare 
eastward. 
Virginia Rail: Reports were routine for this common but secretive statewide spring 
migrant. 
Sora: Reports were routine for this commonly heard statewide spring migrant. 
American Coot: By far a record spring tally was the 4500 at Carter L, Omaha, 13 
Apr (JR); previous best was 3000. A correction is in order (thanks for 
pointing this out, LE); I reported a high 2010 spring count of 1790 at 
"Whitehead Marsh", but this was for Lancaster Co as a whole. 
Sandhill Crane: Breeding continued at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, where an ad 
with a chick was seen 26 May (KO, AK). No chick was observed at the 
Morrill Co site where breeding has occurred for several years, although there 
may have been only one ad there after 2 were present in Mar (KO, AP). A 
significant find was a breeding pair in Butler Co 30 Apr (CNK), an eastward 
extension of the R WB range occupied from time to time by a few pairs. A 
pair near Odessa 21 May (RS) may have been breeding. Migrants are rare 
eastward; flyovers included 20 over Dixon Co 10 Mar (BFH) and one over 
ICSP 20 Apr (LF). Good numbers were noted in the Hershey area, where 
15,000 were seen 5 Mar (TJW). 
Common Crane: None were reported after the early (late Feb) departure of this 
spring's lone individual (see Winter Report). 
Whooping Crane: A single bird was early near Doniphan 6 Mar (NP); it remained 
until 20 Mar (DA photo, R W). Best count was the 12-15 that flew over 
Kearney Co 6 Apr (MN). 
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Black-bellied Plover: One appeared at Smith WPA, Clay Co, record early on 16 
Mar (PD); likely the same bird was there 23 Mar (CNK). Also very early, one 
day short of the previous early date, was one in Washington Co 5 Apr (CNK). 
American Golden-Plover: Two in the RWB 16 Mar (PD) were the 4th-earliest on 
record. The 492 in Seward Co 25 Apr (JGJ) was a good tally; high for spring 
is 800. 
Snowy Plover: None were reported. Since conditions for nesting by plovers at LM 
have deteriorated in the last few years, this species has reverted to its previous 
Nebraska status as a rare spring visitor, not reported every year. 
Semipalmated Plover: The 340 near Niobrara 28 Apr (MB) was a record high 
spring count. 
Piping Plover: Reports were mostly from regular breeding sites, including LM, 
where best count was only 5 (JGJ, TG, LE) and Linoma Beach, Sarpy Co, 
(CNK, JC, SS, LE). Migrants were scattered around the east 13 Apr-16 May 
(m. ob), west to Phelps Co (JLL, KS). 
Killdeer: Earliest fledglings reported were in Adams Co 23 Apr (PD) and in Omaha 
24 Apr (PS). 
Mountain Plover: The 2 reports were from the reliable area south and west of the 
Kimball Airport: 2 were there 23 May (LE) and another 27 May (RS). 
Black-necked Stilt: Reports were widespread, beginning with singles at different 
sites in the RWB 22 Apr (KS, RSt) and east to L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 28 
Apr (JGJ). The 6 birds at a cattle feedlot run-off pond in Dawson Co 18 May 
(T JW) may have been nesting there, as in previous years. 
American Avocet: Two near Niobrara 31 Mar (MB) were rather early; earliest dates 
are around 20 Mar. Generally uncommon in the far east, there were several 
reports this spring (m. ob.). 
Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant and summer resident. 
Solitary Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 
Greater Yellowlegs: At least one of the 3 at NLB 2 Mar (JG) was likely also 
reported 26 Feb, which was record-early (see Winter Report). 
Willet: Best counts were 50+ near Niobrara (MB) and 49 in Seward Co (JGJ), both 
on 25 Apr. High spring counts are 125+. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: One at NLB 2 Mar (JG) was record-early by 5 days. 
Upland Sandpiper: Arrival was on time in mid- to late Apr, but one in Dixon Co 21 
Apr was "2 weeks earlier than last year" (JJ). 
Whimbrel: There were 3 of this rare spring migrant reported: singles at University 
L, Sioux Co, 24 Apr (HKH), easterly in Clay Co 13 May (PD), and in Dawson 
Co 18-20 May (TJW, DL). The Sioux Co sighting is only the 10th for Apr. 
Long-billed Curlew: Reports were routine for this uncommon western summer 
resident. 
Hudsonian Godwit: Rare westward, one was in Perkins Co 24 May (LE), only the 
13th record for the western half of Nebraska. Rather early were 2 at BOL 11 
Apr (LE) and 6 in Dakota Co the same day (BFH). Earliest dates are 6-9 Apr. 
Marbled Godwit: Most move through central and western Nebraska, but more than 
usual were reported in the east, a total of around 60 at 7 locations (m. ob.). 
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Ruddy Turnstone: This was an average period for this rare spring migrant, with 10 
reported. Five were at HCR 12 May (KS), a single was at BOL 14-17 May 
(RSt, JC, SS, LE), and 4 were in Clay Co 16 May (JGJ). The tight migration 
period in mid-May is typical of this species. 
Sanderling: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring migrant. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common to abundant 
statewide spring migrant. 
Western Sandpiper: Record early for this rare spring migrant was one in early molt 
into alternate plumage photographed at Sora WMA, Fillmore Co, 14-16 Mar 
(JGJ, PD). Two other reports were of one in Clay Co 23 Apr (PD, photo) and 
2 in Sarpy Co 11 May (CNK). 
This Western Sandpiper was in Fillmore Co on the record early date of 14 Mar 2012 (JGJ) and 
photographed there 16 Mar by Paul Dunbar. 
Least Sandpiper: One in Clay Co 16 Mar (PD) was rather early; early dates are 7, 9, 
and 13 Mar. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: Rather early arrivals, all on 28 Apr, were one at BOL 
(LE) and 4 in Seward Co (LE). Early dates are 19, 23, and 24 Apr. 
Baird's Sandpiper: Also rather early arrivals were 3 in Adams Co 13 Mar (PD), and 
6 in the RWB 14 Mar (PD). Early dates are 8 (twice) and 9 Mar. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: One in Washington Co 13 Mar (CNK) ties the 3rd-earliest date 
on record, followed closely by 5 in the RWB 14 Mar (JGJ) and one in Hall Co 
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19 Mar (RW). As expected, none of this easterly migrant were reported west 
of the RWB. 
Dunlin: One at LO 17 Mar (TJW) was likely the same bird that was there 9-31 Dec, 
only the 3rd winter record. Early arrival dates are 31 Mar (twice) and 2 Apr. 
Stilt Sandpiper: Only two were reported prior to 11 May, but one of these was 
record early in Clay Co on 30 Mar (PD, photo) and the other was on 17 Apr at 
LPB (JR). Previous earliest dates were 3-10 Apr. 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Three in Seward Co 25 Apr were the 3rd-earliest on 
record for the RWB (JGJ). Early dates for Nebraska are 22 Apr and 23 Apr 
(twice), with a very early date ofone photographed in the RWB 13 Apr 2006 
(JGJ). Rather late were 5-8 at LPB 24-25 May (JR, L&BP); late dates are 27 
May and 28 May (twice), although there are 3 dates in June. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: Most move through in mid-May; earlier and later records 
are few. This spring, all but one of the 12 reports were in the period 5-19 May 
(m. ob.) as expected, and one was rather early at Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co, 29 
Apr (JLL, KS). 
Long-billed Dowitcher: Arrival was early, continuing a recent trend for this species. 
There were only 4 records earlier than 16 Mar prior to this year, all 4 since 
2005. This spring there were reports of singles 14 Mar in the RWB (JGJ) and 
at NLB (TJW), followed closely by 6 in the RWB 16 Mar (PD) and 3 in Hall 
Co 18 Mar (RW). 
Wilson's Snipe: Good numbers generally appear by late Mar, but 5 in the RWB 14 
Mar (JGJ) were early. Winnowing birds were reported from the northeast 
rather early: 3 in Wayne Co 23 Mar (WF) and 8 in northern Antelope Co 25 
Mar(MB). 
American Woodcock: Earliest arrivals appear at the end of Feb; 2-3 "peenting" in 
Dodge Co 3 Mar (TJW) were the first ones reported. One in northern 
Antelope Co 23 Apr (MB) was at the west edge of the range. 
Wilson's Phalarope: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring 
migrant. 
Red-necked Phalarope: This species is a late migrant in spring, with most not 
arriving until mid-May. The reports fit this pattern, as all were in the narrow 
period 13-26 May (m. ob.). It is uncommon easterly and this spring 7 birds 
were reported: 1-2 at BOL 13-14 May (LE, JC, SS), 1-2 at L Wanahoo, 
Saunders Co, 13-15 May (JC, SS, CNK), 2 in Saline Co 16 May (JGJ), and 
one in Sarpy Co 17 May (L&BP). 
Bonaparte's Gull: The 323 in Lancaster Co 11 Apr (LE) was the 3rd-highest spring 
tally on record; high is 792. 
Franklin's Gull: The 3760 in Lancaster Co 19 Apr (LE) was a good count; spring 
high is 6000. Most of the 29 birds in a Boone Co field 14 Apr apparently 
were killed by a hailstorm that had just passed through (WF). 
Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant. 
California Gull: A winter-plumaged ad was at PL 12 Mar (LE), about the 15th 
spring record for the east. The only other reports were of an ad at LO 10 Mar 
(JGJ), likely a wintering bird, and a single in Scotts Bluff Co 24 Mar (KO). 
Herring Gull: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 
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Thayer's Gull: The only one making it into the spring period was an ad at LO 10 
and 17 Mar (JGJ, PD). Latest spring dates are 18, 19, 23 Apr. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: The only report was of 4 on IO Mar at LO, all 2nd and 
3rd-year birds (JGJ); this species is an uncommon regular spring migrant mid-
F eb through late Apr. Of around I 00 records of this species to date, only 3 are 
in summer (May through late Aug) and none in winter (early Jan through mid-
Feb). 
Glaucous Gull: There were 3 reports: a juv was at LNB 2 Mar (TJW), one was at 
BOL 8 Mar (LE), and a first winter bird was at LO JO and 17 Mar (JGJ, 
TJW). Latest spring dates are towards the end of Apr. 
Great Black-backed Gull: A near-adult at LO 17 Mar (TJW) was only the 9th 
spring report of this species. There are now about 30 records in all for this 
species in Nebraska. 
Least Tern: This species is an uncommon late spring arrival in Nebraska, mostly in 
the east. Earliest report this spring was of 12 on the Platte River near 
Columbus 16 May (LDi). 
Caspian Tern: Unusually good numbers were reported, including 20 at BOL 13 
May (LE), 2nd-highest spring count on record. High is 24, also at BOL. One 
at BOL 16 Apr (LE) was rather early; the only earlier dates are 
undocumented. 
Black Tern: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 
Common Tern: Four at GPD 7 May (MB) were 4th-earliest on record. The only 
other reports were of 2-4 in Lincoln Co 12 May (TJW) and one at BOL l 3-14 
May (LE, RSt). This species is a mid-May to mid-Jun migrant. 
Forster's Tern: Best count was a moderate 44 at BOL 18 Apr (JGJ); spring high is 
228. 
Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove: This species is widespread but has generally avoided 
large cities; among the first such reports in mid-city were 2 in Lincoln 12 Mar 
(LE) and one in east-central Omaha 7 May (JR). 
White-winged Dove: Typical of recent springs were the 4 reports; rather early were 
one in Red Willow Co 24 Mar (MJ, BFo, fide MB; photo) and 2 in 
Gothenburg 28 Mar (TJW). Kearney, where this species has nested, hosted 2-
3 in the same area 6-10 May (WF, LR, RH), and one was in Sarpy Co 23 May 
(PS). 
Mourning Dove: Five in Custer Co 2 Mar (JJ) were rather early; wintering is rare in 
this part of the state. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: The only report of this uncommon summer resident was of 
one at ICSP 28 May (WRS). 
Barn Owl: This species is uncommon north and westward; one in Custer Co 19 Apr 
(TH) was a good sighting there. Nesting sites for this species can be risky; a 
nest with 6-7 eggs in a canyon wall in Frontier Co observed on 28 Apr was 
destroyed by the wall collapsing after a rain the next day (SA), and 7 two-
week-old chicks were removed from a grain bin in Platte Co 22 May so that 
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the bin could be emptied (LDi). A nest site south of Gering that had been 
active for a few years was not occupied this year (AK). 
Eastern Screech-Owl: An ad with 4 chicks was at LNB 27 May (D&JP), about 
normal timing. The observer's Dixon Co yard has hosted breeding birds 
previously, and one wintering in a Wood Duck box there might have been one 
of the breeders, although it departed 5 Mar (JJ). 
Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Snowy Owl: Most of the large numbers of Snowy Owls that appear during the major 
invasions do not survive very late into spring. This spring 4 were reported in 
Mar, the last one in Knox Co 21 Mar (MB). There are only 4 records for Apr, 
latest 30 Apr, and so a major surprise was one that survived in Keith Co until 
29 May; it was captured for rehabilitation but died (fide JLL, JGJ; photo). 
Burrowing Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common westerly summer 
resident. 
Barred Owl: A nest box in Douglas Co had 3 eggs on 23 Mar (DSt). One in 
Jefferson Co 7 May (WF) was in the western part of the Nebraska range. 
Long-eared Owl: There are nesting records for most of the state, although this 
species probably nests far more often than the reports suggest. A pair at 
Buckskin Hills WMA, Dixon Co, 24 Mar had one downy young 12 May, seen 
again with the ads 24 May (BFH). One in Polk Co 23 May (MN) was likely a 
breeding bird, given the late date. 
Short-eared Owl: One in Lincoln Co 15 Apr (MS, JJ) may have been nesting; egg 
dates are in Apr-May. Few others were reported, 7 in all through 12 Mar (LE, 
WF, TH, JT, PD). 
Northern Saw-whet Owl: Intriguing were 2 calling birds in Knox and Antelope Cos 
23 Mar (MB); there have been previous reports of calling birds from these 
areas as late as 7 Apr (2004; MB), as well as a road-killed bird 25 May (2002; 
MB). 
Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 
Common Poorwill: The summer range extends eastward in rocky areas; 1-3 were at 
Rock Glen WMA, Jefferson Co, 7-24 May (WF, LE). There are two previous 
nesting records from this general area, one each in Lancaster and Jefferson 
Cos. It is common in the Kansas Flint Hills, which terminate to the southeast 
of Jefferson Co, Nebraska. 
Chuck-will's-widow: This species is proving to be fairly common in recent years 
westward in southern Nebraska; 1-2 were at Rock Glen WMA, Jefferson Co, 
7 and 24 May (WF, LE). Its northern outpost, Bohemia Prairie WMA, Knox 
Co, hosted one 1 7 May (LE), and a new Knox Co site was found along the 
south shore of Lewis & Clark L, where one was heard 7 May (MB). One was 
at a regular site, Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 12 May (LE). One at ICSP 27 
Apr (JR) was 2nd-earliest on record. 
Eastern Whip-poor-will: Three in northern Antelope Co were rather early that far 
north 23 Apr (MB); earliest dates for the state are 15 Apr and 18 Apr (twice). 
At the western edge of the range were one at Rock Glen WMA, Jefferson Co, 
8 May (WF) and l-3 at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 12 May (LE). Sightings 
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continue in Knox Co, where singles were reported 7 and 17 May at different 
locations (MB). 
Chimney Swift: Two at Brady 14 Apr (TJW) were early that far west, where arrival 
is significantly later than in the east. 
White-throated Swift: At the eastern edge of the Pine Ridge range were 2 north of 
Hay Springs in Sheridan Co 21 May (LE), one of fewer than 5 records for that 
county. 
Nebraska's first Black-chinned Hummingbird was present in a Scottsbluff 
greenhouse 7-8 May 2012. Photographed by Marie Smith on 7 May. 
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird: First arrival reported was an eager male in Douglas 
Co 21 Apr (DSt); earliest dates are 6, 8, 9 Apr. Migrants occur into early Jun. 
Reports from the west are increasing; an ad male was carefully studied and 
determined to be this species (rather than Black-chinned) in a Mitchell yard 29 
May (KD). One was on a nest in Dodge Co 21 and 24 May (GR, D&JP). 
Incubation begins mostly in mid-May. 
Black-chinned Hummingbird: Nebraska's first record was provided by one 
photographed by Marie Smith in a Scottsbluff greenhouse 7 May and present 
the next day also (KD). This species is currently expanding its breeding range 
rapidly north and east in the Great Plains, nesting in western Kansas in 20 I I 
within about 100 miles of Nebraska. 
Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide resident. 
Lewis's Woodpecker: None were reported; this is an uncommon spring migrant in 
the west. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Two at Dannebrog 6 Mar (WF) were early at that 
location; they may have wintered nearby. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: A few birds have established along the North Platte River 
in Morrill and Scotts Bluff Cos in recent years; a pair was in Bridgeport I 9 
Mar(LJH). 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern spring 
migrant. 
Red-naped Sapsucker: Only the 3rd record for spring was one at WSR I 9 Apr 
(HKH), the 2nd from that location. The other report was from Sowbelly 
Canyon. This is a rare migrant through the western Panhandle. 
Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide resident. 
Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Pileated Woodpecker: Most reports were from traditional locations at FF and ICSP; 
best counts were 3-4 at FF I 7 Mar (JR), 3 there 2 Apr (CNK), and 2 at ICSP 
28 May (WRS). The 3rd report from Otoe and Cass Cos was of one heard in 
northwest Nebraska City 25 Mar (MB), and sightings in extreme southeast 
Washington Co 8 Apr (GR) and 9 May (MJR) were the 2nd and 3rd for that 
county. 
American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 
Merlin: Rather late away from the summer range was one in Thomas Co I 9 May 
(D&JP). Last spring dates are in late May. 
Peregrine Falcon: Eggs were laid in Lincoln at the State Capitol building site by 26 
Mar (JGJ). Rather late migrants were in Perkins Co 24 May (LE) and 
Antelope Co 27 May (LR, RH). 
Prairie Falcon: Southeasterly, where rare, was one in Lancaster Co 24 Apr (JC, SS). 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this uncommon, mostly eastern, 
migrant. 
Western Wood-Pewee: Reports were routine for this fairly common western 
summer resident. 
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Arrival was rather early, with 2 at FF 3 May (JR), and one at 
WP 7 May (LE). Earliest dates are in late Apr. 
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Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: The 5 reports of this rare migrant were from WGP, but 
probably involved at most 3 individuals: one was there 21 May (JC, SS) and 
1-2 were there 24 May (JR, JWH, L&BP, ME). 
Acadian Flycatcher: This species is increasing as a summer resident at the 
northwest edge of its North American range in southeast Nebraska. At ICSP 8 
were found 26 May and 12 on 28 May (WRS). There were several reports 
from FF beginning rather early 4 May (L&BP, m.ob.), probably of 2 birds at 
most, and likely last year's lone bird returned to WP, seen there 19 and 28 
May (JC, SS, LE). 
Alder Flycatcher: Reports were numerous, including the 3rd-earliest on record at 
FF 7 May (CNK) and a good count of 6 in Platte Co 26 May (TJW). Most 
reports were during the last 10 days of May. Westerly was one at Acadia 
Dam, Custer Co, 20 May (WF, D&JP). 
Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring migrant. 
Least Flycatcher: One at ICSP 28 Apr (JR) was rather early; early dates are 22, 23, 
24 Apr. 
Cordilleran Flycatcher: One of few records from the eastern edge of the summer 
range in northern Sheridan Co was one along Beaver Creek 21 May (LE). 
The only other report was from a traditional site, Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 
22 May (LE). There are very few reports of spring migrants away from 
known breeding areas. 
Empidonax sp.: The 70 Empidonax flycatchers at LNB 26 May (TJW) must have 
been bewildering. 
Eastern Phoebe: One at Jack Sinn 8 Mar (LE) was 3rd-earliest on record, and one in 
Lincoln Co 13 Mar (LD) was early at that westerly location. An amazing tally 
was the 50 in Knox Co at various locations 31 Mar (MB, EBr). 
Say's Phoebe: Reports were routine for this common western summer resident. 
Great Crested Flycatcher: One in Lincoln Co 2 May (TJW) was early that far west. 
Arrival in the west is about 10 days later than in the east. 
Cassin's Kingbird: Reports were routine for this fairly common western summer 
resident. 
Western Kingbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant 
and summer resident. 
Eastern Kingbird: One in Lancaster Co 5 Apr (JJ) was rather early; nearly dates are 
2 Apr (3 times). 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Reports continue to increase for this species; there were 6 
reported, all singles. Earliest on record was one in Gage Co 14 Apr (J&BB), 
and one in Kearney 18-25 Apr (LR, RH) was also early. Others were in 
Fillmore and Clay Cos 5 May (JGJ), Dodge Co 10 May (D&JP), a northerly 
record, and Nuckolls Co 29 May (fide TJW). 
Loggerhead Shrike: Concern was expressed (JGJ, WM) regarding declining 
numbers of this species, which resulted in a large number of reports involving 
42 birds (m. ob.). While this number itself is somewhat meaningless, 
significant was the report of only one shrike in a 2430-mile statewide trip 17-
24 May (LE), as well the informed comment that "there has been a pretty 
dramatic drop in population" between the first and current atlas projects 
(WM). 
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Northern Shrike: The only report in the period was of one in Merrick Co 11 Mar 
(LR, RH); latest spring dates are in early May. 
White-eyed Vireo: There were two reports of this rare spring visitor, about normal 
for recent years: singles were in Omaha 30 Apr (JT) and at BOL 13 May (LE). 
Bell's Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common summer resident. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: Westerly was one in Loup Co 19 May (DH). 
Plumbeous Vireo: This species probably breeds at Chadron SP, but evidence is 
minimal; a single there 21 May (LE) may have been a migrant. 
Blue-headed Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern spring 
migrant. 
Warbling Vireo: Rather early was one at FF 19 Apr (L&BP) followed the next day 
by 3 there (JR). Earliest dates are 14, 16, 18 Apr. Arrival is generally later in 
the west, possibly as a different subspecies (or species!) occurs there; first 
reported were singles 7 May in Scotts Bluff Co (KD) and at Bridgeport (LJH). 
Philadelphia Vireo: Reports of this species are increasing; there were 13 reported, 
all in the Omaha area, 5 May (JR) through 26 May (JR, L&BP, RS, EBe). 
The 4 high spring counts (4-6 birds) are all from 2008 to 2012. 
Red-eyed Vireo: The 35 at FF 3 May (JR) was a good count; high for spring is 49. 
Pinyon Jay: None were reported; this is an uncommon and, in spring, secretive 
species of the western pines. 
Blue Jay: There is a strong migratory movement of this species through Nebraska 
both in spring and fall, but perhaps not as conspicuous in spring. A migrating 
flock of 50 was seen in Butler Co 21 Apr (LE). 
Black-billed Magpie: Encouraging was the presence of one in Lincoln Co 24 Mar, 
the "first for 10 years" (TJW). Easterly reports were of 2 in Stanton Co 18 
Apr (WF), 2 in Cuming Co the same day (WF), and one in northern Kearney 
Co that had been present for a few months (LR, RH). 
American Crow: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and summer 
resident. 
Horned Lark: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and summer 
resident. 
Purple Martin: Males arrived on time, first reports 28 Mar in Dawson Co (TJW) 
and Nebraska City (LF), and the first female reported was in Otoe Co only 3 
days later (WRS), rather early. 
Tree Swallow: Third- and 4th-earliest on record were one at PL 12 Mar (LE) and 2 
at FF 14 Mar (L&BP). Previous earliest dates were 15, 17, 18 Mar. 
Violet-Green Swallow: Reports were routine for this rare spring migrant and 
uncommon Panhandle summer resident. 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Rather early were 5 at Holmes L, Lincoln, 3 
Apr (LE) and 2 at WP 8 Apr (DL). Earliest dates are 30 Mar, 1, 2 Apr. 
Bank Swallow: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 
Cliff Swallow: Five in Webster Co 8 Apr (LR, RH) were rather early; earliest dates 
are 4, 5, 6 Apr. 
Barn Swallow: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and summer 
resident. 
Black-capped Chickadee: A nest in an Omaha yard was followed closely; there 
were 7 eggs as early as 31 Mar, 2 chicks 11 Apr, young fledged 1 May, and 
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the ads and 2 young at a feeder I 0 May (RM). A nest-box in Washington Co 
had eggs 22 Apr (MJR), ads with 4 young were in Seward Co 12 May (JG), 
and 4 young were fledged from a nest at ADF 20-26 May (LF). 
Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine for this common eastern resident. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Although breeding has not been proven at Forest Lawn 
Cem, Omaha, it has been suspected in recent years. A single bird there 7 Apr 
was "acting like setting up a nest" (JR). Overall numbers reported this spring 
were about average. 
White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common resident. 
Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common Panhandle resident. 
Brown Creeper: Reports were routine for this fairly common winter visitor and 
locally rare summer resident. 
Rock Wren: Reports were routine for this common western summer resident. 
House Wren: Two at WP 2 Apr (RSt, EB) were 2nd-earliest on record by one day. 
Next reported was in Omaha 18 Apr (JWH); early dates are 5 Apr (twice) and 
7 Apr. Arrival is about a week later in the west. 
Winter Wren: Reports were routine for this uncommon spring migrant. 
Sedge Wren: One in Butler Co 20 Apr (WF) was rather early; early dates are 18 Apr 
and 20 Apr (twice). One in Blaine Co 19 May (D&JP) was a rare report that 
far west. 
Marsh Wren: Two in northern Antelope Co 25 Mar (MB) were either very early 
migrants or had wintered nearby; early spring migration dates are 10 Apr 
(twice) and 11 Apr. This species does winter on occasion in unexpected 
locations. 
Carolina Wren: Reports from places where occurrence has been spotty recently 
were of one singing at PSP 24-25 Mar (BFH) and 1-2 at WP 25 Mar-2 Apr 
(TG, LE, RSt, EB). 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: This species occupies most of the state now, except for the 
north-central. Among continuing reports from the northwest was one rather 
early at WSR 19 Apr (HKH). A county first for the observer was one in 
Lincoln Co 25 Apr (TJW). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Numbers were low; active observers in Bellevue had 
none for the period (L&BP) and few others were reported. This is usually a 
fairly common migrant mid-Mar through early May. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring 
migrant, less common westerly. 
Eastern Bluebird: Rather early for the westerly location was one in Arthur Co 10 
Mar (JGJ). Rather early was a nest box with 4 newly-hatched young in 
Douglas Co 22 Apr (JM), and 50 young had fledged from nest boxes at ADF 
by 31 May (LF). 
Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine for this fairly common western summer 
resident. 
Townsend's Solitaire: Tying the latest easterly date on record was one in Antelope 
Co 28 May (LR, RH). Most depart the east by early Apr. 
Veery: There were 3 reports of this rare spring migrant, both from the east, and 
about as expected: singles were at FF 7 May (CNK, RSt) and 12 May (JR, 
fide CNK), and at PSP 28 May (MB). 
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Gray-cheeked Thrush: This was a good spring for reports of this uncommon 
eastern migrant, with about 14 reports involving 20 individuals 4 May (RS) 
through 15 May (JJ, m. ob.). The 4 at FF 9 May (JR) was a good tally. 
Swainson's Thrush: One at FF 20 Apr (RS) was rather early; early dates in the east 
are I 6, 18, 19 Apr. Migration continues through the period, with last dates in 
Jun. The 85 at FF 9 May (JR) was a good count, although high spring counts 
are over 100. 
Hermit Thrush: Five were reported from the east 17 Mar (JR) through 9 Apr (JC, 
SS, KM, LE), fewer than usual. 
Wood Thrush: Early arrival dates are 20 Apr and 23 Apr (twice), and so 1-2 at ICSP 
28 Apr (JR, JJ) and one as far north as Knox Co 29 Apr (MB) were rather 
early. One at Bowman L SRA, Sherman Co, 18-26 May (WF, LR, RH) was 
westerly; there are few spring reports this far west and only 5 in all for the 
Panhandle. The 13 at FF 12 May (JR) tied the 3rd-highest spring count; high 
is 17. 
American Robin: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and summer 
resident. 
Gray Catbird: One in Alma 28 Mar (G&WH) probably wintered nearby; migrants 
arrive in Apr. 
Brown Thrasher: First reported in the east was one at ADF 4 Apr (LF); early dates 
are 2 Apr (twice) and 3 Apr. One in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Apr (KD) was early 
there; early dates for the west are 19, 21, 24 Apr. 
European Starling: Reports were routine for this abundant spring migrant and 
common summer resident. 
American Pipit: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant. 
Sprague's Pipit: Six birds spaced out over a half-mile of wheat stubble in Deuel Co 
23 May were well-studied (LE, details). This is a rather late date for this 
species; there are few reports from the west, but they are also in mid-May. 
Cedar Waxwing: Generally a late but unpredictable nester, one was gathering nest 
material in Platte Co 25 May (MN). Flocks of migrants can occur well into 
May. 
Lapland Longspur: Largest counts are made in spring as flocks of migrants 
coalesce. Some 10,000 flew over Dixon Co 3 Mar (BFH), tying the high 
spring count. 
Chestnut-collared Longspur: A surprise was one photographed at Funk Lagoon, 
Phelps Co, rather early 18 Mar (CNK, EK photo); early dates are 12, 14, 15 
Mar. Migrants can occur well into the east in small numbers, usually revealed 
along roadsides after blizzards. One in Keya Paha Co 18 May (LE) continues 
reports from the breeding range in north-central Nebraska. 
McCown's Longspur: Reports were routine for this fairly common western 
Panhandle migrant and summer resident. 
Snow Bunting: None were reported; last dates are in early Mar. 
Ovenbird: Early dates are 22, 23, 24 Apr, and so rather early on 25 Apr were one in 
Ogallala (JO) and 2 at FF (B&LP). The 14 at FF 9 May (JR) tied 3rd-highest, 
although the 2 high counts are 58 and 44. 
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Worm-eating Warbler: None have been reported in recent years despite the 50 or 
so spring records in all. A "very brief glimpse" of a bird that fit this species at 
WGP 26 May was described as "possible" by the observer (JR). 
Louisiana Waterthrush: The reports were from 3 well-known locations, and one 
more unusual: PSP, where one was carrying nest material 5 May (BFH), a pair 
was present 12 May (BFH), and at least one was there 26 and 29 May (MB). 
This appears to be the first nesting record north of Washington Co. Nesting 
continues at PRSP, where 5 territories were identified (JC, SS), and small 
numbers were at ICSP and FF (m. ob.). 
Northern Waterthrush: Numbers were lower than usual, with no reports of more 
than one bird. One at FF 19 Apr (L&BP) was 2nd-earliest on record by 2 
days, and one in Platte Co 26 May (TJW) was rather late. Late dates are 27, 
28, 29 May. 
Waterthrush sp.: Although unidentified to species, a waterthrush in Wheeler Co 28 
Apr (WF) was a good sighting for either species. Louisiana arrives early, but 
is rare west of the Missouri Valley, and the date is rather early for Northern. 
Golden-winged Warbler: There were 4 reports, all of singles at FF 4-15 May (RS, 
JR, PS), and about normal for this rare spring migrant. 
Blue-winged Warbler: The only report was of 2 near Niobrara I 8 May (LE), 
significant in that singing birds were not far away near Verdigre in 2002 and 
2003 and in Keya Paha Co in 1999 and 2000. No breeding was noted in any 
of these locations, however. 
Black-and-white Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
spring migrant. 
Prothonotary Warbler: FF is the northern edge of the breeding range along the 
Missouri River, so 4 reports of singles there 3-12 May (JR, RS, RSt) were 
expected. However, one heard at Hormel Park, Dodge Co, 27 May (LE) was 
a bit northerly. 
Tennessee Warbler: Some observers reported lower numbers than usual, although 
100+ were at FF 9 May (JR), 2nd-highest spring count on record, and 30-35 
were there 3-5 May (JR). Other than these counts, however, only about 40 
were reported in all, west to Howard Co, 28 Apr-29 May (m. ob.). 
Orange-crowned Warbler: One in Douglas Co l Apr (JJ) was record early by one 
day. Numbers were low for this species; fewer than 35 were reported (m. ob.) 
and best count was only 7, at ICSP 28 Apr (JR). 
Nashville Warbler: One at WGP 31 May (JR) tied the 4th-latest spring date. The 
20 at FF 9 May (JR) was 2nd-highest spring count on record; high is 54. 
Connecticut Warbler: This year's token single spring sighting was in Platte Co, a 
well-studied fem 26 May (TJW). 
MacGillivray's Warbler: None were reported; this is an uncommon Panhandle 
spring migrant. 
Mourning Warbler: The 8 individuals reported passed through the east in timely 
fashion 17-31 May (RS, JR, TJW, JGJ, L&BP), the last a surprise in a mid-
town Lincoln yard (JGJ). 
Kentucky Warbler: This species continues to increase in numbers and range, 
generally occupying the same places as Louisiana Waterthrush: wetter parts of 
upland forest of the Missouri and lower Platte River valleys. Thus, most 
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reports were from ICSP, PRSP, and FF (m. ob.). Unexpected but not 
unprecedented was one at PSP 30 May (MB). A good find was a nest with 4 
chicks at PRSP 28 May (JC, SS); there are 6 documented nesting records. 
Two at lCSP 28 Apr (JR, JJ) provided the 2nd-earliest date on record by 4 
days. 
Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 
Hooded Warbler: Only one was reported, about as expected for this rare but annual 
spring visitor, at FF 3 May (JR). 
American Redstart: This species appeared in record-breaking numbers this spring; 
65 were at FF 3 May (JR) and 40 were at LNB 26 May (TJW). Previous high 
counts were 46, 32, and 30. 
Cerulean Warbler: Most years a few singing males are detected, but fems are 
rarely reported. Thus significant was the pair in Child's Hollow, FF, 5 May 
(RS); in addition, a male was on Oak Trail 9 May (JR), and possibly another 
bird was on Hickory Trail 13 May (NR fide EBe). Reports at FF began 4 May 
(L&BP) and at least one bird was still present 26 May (L&BP, m. ob.). The 
only other report was of a male singing at !CSP 26 May (WRS, JGJ). 
Northern Parula: The 16 at ICSP 28 Apr (JR) was a good count; high is "20-25". 
WP hosted l-2 from 29 Apr through 28 May (MUs), and 6 were at PSP IO 
May (RM). One was gathering nest material in southeastern Washington Co 
21 May (CNK). None were reported west of Lancaster Co. 
Magnolia Warbler: Only about 10 were reported, all 6-26 May in the southeast (m. 
ob.). 
Bay-breasted Warbler: This is a rare migrant in spring, with few records, but there 
were 3 reported this spring. Males were in southern Dixon Co 5 May (JJ), at 
FF 18 May (JR), and in Blair 28 May (GJ fide JGJ). 
Blackburnian Warbler: Around 14 were reported 4-26 May (m. ob.) which is about 
average, all in the southeast. 
Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and summer 
resident. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: There were more reports than usual, but mostly of 
singles; about 22 individuals were reported 6-26 May (m. ob.). Spring of 
2008 yielded 45. 
Blackpoll Warbler: This species is common in spring, rare in fall, the reverse of 
Bay-breasted Warbler. Numbers bore this out: 60 were at FF 9 May (JR), 
almost doubling the previous high, and 13 were at WGP 13 May (JWH). In 
all, at least 176 were reported. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: Most years there is at least one report of this rare 
statewide spring migrant; more are reported in fall. This year a male was 
photographed in an Ogallala yard 16 May (JO), only the 15th spring record. 
Palm Warbler: This is a relatively early spring migrant; about 18 were reported 28 
Apr- I I May (m. ob.), including 3 at Chalco Hills, Sarpy Co, 28 Apr (JWH). 
Most Nebraska migrants are of the western subspecies Setophaga palmarum 
palmarum; singles identified as this subspecies were at Tow! Park, Omaha, 7 
May (JR) and in Clay Co 7 May (WF). 
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Pine Warbler: A rather cold-tolerant species, one was in expected habitat in a pine 
grove at Arbor Lodge SHP, Nebraska City, 2 Apr (JC, SS) and 21 Apr (LE). 
This is a rare visitor; this report is only the 27th for spring. 
Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: The only report was of2 males near North 
Platte l Mar (TJW, details), an unprecedentedly early date. The earliest 
spring date for Nebraska is 12 Apr and there are no winter reports for this 
subspecies. 
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Numbers were lower than usual, although there 
were 60 at ICSP 28 Apr (JR). Sightings were 11 Mar-13 May (m. ob.), within 
the expected period. Fems migrate later than males; 20 fems and no males 
were at WGP 7 May (L&BP). 
Yellow-throated Warbler: First arrival was reported at FF 2 Apr (L&BP), 2nd-
earliest on record by one day. Most do not arrive until 10-11 Apr. 
Prairie Warbler: One was heard in FF 13 May (EBe). While likely a correct 
identification, Field Sparrows along the Missouri River sound uncannily like 
Prairie Warblers. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: A fem at WGP 31 May (JR) was 5th-latest spring 
date on record. Numbers were about normal, with about 15 reported 3-31 
May (m. ob.). 
Canada Warbler: This is usually a late spring migrant, but one was heard singing at 
FF 3 May (JR), 2nd-earliest date on record. The other reports were of 1-3 at 
WGP 20-24 May (m. ob.). The 3 at WGP 20 May (RS) tied the high spring 
count. 
Wilson's Warbler: Only about 12 were reported, fewer than usual, 5-24 May (m. 
ob.). 
Yellow-breasted Chat: Signs that this species may be occupying parts of eastern 
Nebraska that have been deserted in recent years included the observers' first 
at their Dodge Co farm on 24 May (D&JP), 3 in Knox Co 5 May (MB) and 
one in Antelope Co 28 May (LR, RH). Southeast Nebraska was earlier 
occupied by the eastern subspecies, but the sightings this spring are likely the 
western subspecies expanding eastward. There are specimens of the western 
subspecies from Adams and Clay Cos. 
Green-tailed Towhee: None were reported; this is a regular but rare spring migrant 
in the Panhandle. 
Spotted Towhee: Two in Hall Co 25 Mar (JWH) were rather early; arrival dates in 
central Nebraska are 22, 23, 25 Mar. Farther west, one was about on time in 
Lincoln Co 12 Apr (LO), and first in the Panhandle was in Scotts Bluff Co 22 
Apr (KO). Last to leave the southeast was a phenotypic fem in Seward Co 12 
May (JG); it may have been resident there, however (see Eastern Towhee). 
Eastern Towhee: Two in Lancaster Co 29 Mar (TG) were rather early, as was one in 
Omaha 31 Mar (JR). Early dates when not wintering are 29 Mar and 31 Mar 
(twice). Both Eastern and Western song types were heard in Seward Co 12 
May (JG) and Wheeler Co 28 Apr (LR, RH); at both locations both 
phenotypes were observed. Most of Nebraska, except for the southeast and 
the Panhandle, has a similar mix. 
Cassin's Sparrow: The two reports of this locally-distributed western species were 
from the eastern edge of the summer range. One was in Chase Co 24 May 
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(LE) and another returned to the same spot as last year in Keith Co near 
Paxton 29 May (TJW). 
American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide winter 
visitor. 
Chipping Sparrow: Earliest dates for spring arrival are 22 Mar (twice) 23 Mar, and 
there are almost no records between 15 Feb and these dates. Thus surprising 
were 4 early reports: 3 Mar at Fairmont (JRi), 7 Mar at Dakota City Cem (JR), 
one singing near Kenesaw 18 Mar (LR, RH), and one at Nebraska City 18 
Mar (LF). The mild winter may have allowed these birds to winter in or near 
southern Nebraska. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: One in Kearney Co 28 Mar (WF) was earliest on record by 
2 days. Also rather early was one in Seward Co 10 Apr (PD). Early dates are 
in the first week of Apr. 
Brewer's Sparrow: Reports were routine for this uncommon inhabitant of 
Panhandle sage. 
Field Sparrow: Arrival was early, as with Chipping Sparrow. One was at Chalco 
Hills, Sarpy Co, 10 Mar (CH) and 2 were there 18 Mar (JWH); 2 were in 
Kearney Co 20 Mar (R W). Previous early dates were 20, 20, 22 Mar. 
Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 
Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant. 
Lark Bunting: One in Franklin Co 12 May (KS) was easterly. The 305 in southwest 
Kimball Co 23 May (LE) was 2nd-highest on record for spring. 
Savannah Sparrow: Two arrived early: one at BOL 8 May probably wintered, as it 
was seen in the same place earlier (LE). One in Webster Co 4 Mar (WF) 
probably wintered also, as the mild winter of 2011-2012 had a few winter 
reports. Early dates for migrants are 9, 10, 11 Mar. One in Burt Co 21 May 
(CNK) was rather late; late dates are 25, 26, 29 May. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 
Henslow's Sparrow: The 3 reports were from public access CRP grassland in the 
southeast; 6 were in Johnson Co and one was in Gage Co 24-25 Apr (JW), 
rather early dates, and JO were in Johnson Co 28 May (JW). 
Le Conte's Sparrow: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern spring 
migrant. 
Nelson's Sparrow: None were reported; this is an uncommon late spring migrant in 
the east. 
Fox Sparrow: This species migrates mostly through the east; one was westerly at 
Calamus Res 21 Mar (R W). 
Song Sparrow: First singing birds were in Hamilton Co 1 I Mar (LR, RH) and at FF 
14 Mar (L&BP). Food-carrying was observed at FF 7 May (CNK) and 16 
May (RS), and in Seward Co 12 May (JG). Least numerous as a breeding bird 
in southwest Nebraska, singles were in Gosper and Furnas Cos 30 May (WF). 
Lincoln's Sparrow: Numbers were lower than usual; best count was only 9, at ADF 
28 Apr (LF). High is 44. 
Swamp Sparrow: One at FF 18 Mar (RW) was rather early, although it likely 
wintered there. A correction: one at ADF 26 Mar 2011 was attributed to 
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observer Larry Einemann (LE), but should have been attributed to Larry Falk 
(LF). 
White-throated Sparrow: A few winter in the southeast most years; 3 at ADF 23 
Mar (LF) were likely in this category, although early dates are in mid-Mar. 
The remaining reports were 8 Apr-7 May (m. ob.), with a rather late sighting 
29 May in Otoe Co (LF). Late dates are 31 May, 2 Jun (twice). 
Harris's Sparrow: The 121 in a Dixon Co yard 2 May (JJ) was a good yard count; 
highs for spring are 200+. 
White-crowned Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring 
migrant. 
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: None were reported; this is a rare spring migrant 
in the Panhandle. 
Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Latest was one in Washington Co 2 May (fide 
JT); late dates are 2, 4, 5 Jun. A "Cassiar" Junco, subspecies Junco hyemalis 
cismontanus, was at Grand Island 19 Mar (R W); there are fewer than 10 
records of this form of Slate-colored Junco. 
Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Reports were routine for this common winter visitor in 
the west, uncommon in the east. 
Summer Tanager: In the last 5-10 years this species has expanded into the same 
forest tracts inhabited by Louisiana Waterthrush and Kentucky Warbler, most 
reports coming from ICSP, FF, and PRSP. Outliers have become more 
numerous as the range expands northward. This spring one was at PSP 29 
May (MB, JJ), 2 were in Plattsmouth 12 May (KSc), 2 at WP 5 May (MUs), 
not unexpected locations, but farther afield were 2 in Cheyenne Co 17 May 
(AS), only the 11th Panhandle record, and an ad male in Custer Co 19 May 
(MB, TJW). Best counts were moderate: 7 at FF 3 May (JR) and 6 at ICSP 28 
May (WRS); high counts are 11-18. 
Scarlet Tanager: Two at ICSP 28 Apr (JR, JJ) were rather early; early dates are 25, 
26 (twice) Apr. For the location, one in Knox Co 29 Apr (MB) was early 
also; the earliest South Dakota date is 3 May. The 8 at FF 15 May (JR) ties 
2nd-highest for spring; high is 9. 
Western Tanager: Reports were routine for this uncommon Panhandle spring 
migrant. 
Northern Cardinal: The small populations scattered along the North Platte Valley 
continue; 2 pairs were at Bridgeport 19 Mar (LJH). Unexpected was one in 
Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co, 31 May (BFH), one of fewer than 20 Pine Ridge 
records. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: The 80 at FF 3 May (JR) was a record spring count, and 
would include migrants; the 31 at ICSP 28 May (WRS) was an indication of 
the density of this species as a breeder. This species occurs every year in the 
Panhandle, but is rare there; one was in Scotts Bluff Co 11 May (AK). 
Hybrids of various degrees with Black-headed Grosbeak are common, 
especially in central Nebraska; singles were photographed at FF 4 May (PS), 
Sherman Co 18 May (WF), and in Lincoln Co 5 May (VC). 
Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this common summer resident of 
the western half of the state. 
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Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide summer 
resident. 
Lazuli Bunting: An ad male was at FF 12 May (JR, fide CNK); in recent years this 
species has become an annual spring migrant in the east, albeit in low 
numbers. 
Indigo Bunting: One in Nemaha Co 19 Apr (LF) was 2nd-earliest on record. The 
35 at FF 3 May (JR) was an excellent count; high for spring is 45. 
Dickcissel: Rather early for the Panhandle were singles in Box Butte Co 25 May 
(WF) and Morrill Co 27 May (WF). 
Bobolink: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 
Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring 
migrant and common statewide summer resident. 
Eastern Meadowlark: Eight near North Platte 21 Mar (TJW) were rather early 
there, although there are a few westerly early and mid-Mar dates. One was 
singing in Lancaster Co 1 Mar (JC, SS), rather early, although first songs are 
heard in mid-Feb. 
Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: One in Antelope Co 25 Mar (MB) was early for the 
location; early dates are in late Feb, and most migration is in Apr. 
Rusty Blackbird: The 4 reports, involving only 5 birds, were all from the east as 
expected, 26 Mar (JJ) through 12 Apr (PD, BF, BFH, CNK). 
Brewer's Blackbird: Least numerous in the east in spring, 2 were in Sarpy Co 16 
Apr (CNK) and 2 in Dixon Co 24 Apr (JJ). 
Common Grackle: There were rather early arrivals: singles in Sarpy Co 2 Mar 
(CNK) and Webster Co 4 Mar (WF), and 3 in Lancaster Co 4 Mar (LE). 
Great-tailed Grackle: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant, less 
common north and west. 
Brown-headed Cowbird: One in Lincoln Co 8 Mar (TJW) was rather early that far 
west; 10 were in Lancaster Co 8 Mar (LE). 
Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 
Bullock's Oriole: A male appeared at an Ogallala feeder 2 May (JO), rather early. 
Early dates are 29 Apr, 1, 2 May. Reports east of the Panhandle are rare. 
Baltimore Oriole: A nest was under construction at PSP 5 May (BFH), rather early. 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported; this is an uncommon western 
Panhandle winter visitor, usually departing in early Mar. 
Purple Finch: Reports were few; only 10 were reported (m. ob.), including a belated 
report of 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 27 Feb (AD), where rare. 
Cassin's Finch: The only report was one far to the east 22 Apr; details were 
provided, but key points such as bill shape and primary extension were not 
noted. Identification based on plumage alone can be tricky, and this species 
has virtually no record of easterly vagrancy. 
House Finch: An ad feeding young in Scotts Bluff Co 7 May (AD) was a rather 
early date for young. 
Red Crossbill: The only report away from the usual range was of a male in Lincoln 
Co 30 Mar (SA); this species may pop up almost anywhere during the winter 
and early spring. 
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White-winged Crossbill: There was an incursion of this species into the 
northeastern Great Plains this winter, which led enterprising observers to look 
for them in northeastern Nebraska. As well as the 3 birds in Norfolk 11 Feb 
(MB), a check of the white spruces in the Dakota City Cem yielded 4-5 birds 
1 Mar (BFH), as many as 20-25 on 4 Mar (BFH, DL, TL), and 2 the last 
sighting on 11 Mar (JR). The only other report was of a young male at an 
Ogallala feeder 26 Mar (JO, photo). There have been only 3 records of this 
species in Nebraska between the last incursion, in 2001-2002, and this one. 
This immature male White-winged Crossbill was photographed by Jim Ochsner at his 
Ogallala feeder 26 Mar. 
Common Redpoll: Following above-average numbers of redpolls this winter, a few 
remained into Mar: 4 attending a Dixon Co feeder since 18 Dec stayed until 
10 Mar (JJ), and singles were in Hastings 11 Mar (PD) and Scotts Bluff Co 14 
Mar(KD). 
Pine Siskin: Reports were of small numbers statewide. A juv uttering begging calls 
at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 13 May suggested breeding (JR); breeding 
occurred there in 2010. 
American Goldfinch: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide winter 
visitor and common statewide summer resident. 
House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
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SNOWY OWL INVASION OF 2011-12 
Joel G. Jorgensen 1·3, Lauren R. Dinan\ and Thomas J. Walker, Jr.2 
1Nongame Bird Program, Nebraska Grune and Parks Commission, Lincoln, NE 
68503 
2Southwest District, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, North Platte, NE 69101 
3Corresponding author, joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov 
The Snowy Owl (Bubo scandiacus) is an Arctic breeder that regularly migrates to 
and winters in southern Canada and the northern United States (Parmalee 1992). 
The number of Snowy Owls moving south and the extent and timing of southward 
movements in any one year are believed to be dependent on interactions between 
populations of Snowy Owls and lemmings, the owls' principal food resource 
(Parmalee 1992). Infrequently, relatively large numbers of Snowy Owls are 
observed in areas or regions where few are typically observed, and individuals are 
observed well south of the normal winter range. These occurrences are often 
referred to as "invasions" or "irruptions". 
The Snowy Owl is considered regular, albeit rare, in Nebraska (Sharpe et al. 2001) 
with a small number ( <5) reported annually or nearly so. Invasions have been noted 
in the past, such as in the winter of 1917-18 and the winter of 1954-55. As noted 
elsewhere, the winter of 2011-12 was a major invasion year and the first in Nebraska 
in which electronic media, such as internet listserves and email, improved 
communication and reporting of observations. The purpose of this note is to 
summarize the 2011-2012 Snowy Owl invasion. 
METHODS 
The Nongame Bird Progrrun (NGB) at the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
(NGPC) compiled all reports received or collected. Reports were gleaned from the 
internet discussion group NEbirds (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NEBirds/), 
through direct emails and phone calls to the Commission, from reports passed along 
to the NGB by Commission employees and partners, and from information provided 
by Raptor Recovery Nebraska. Reports were entered into a database and classified 
as either "confirmed" or "unconfirmed". Confirmed reports were those for which a 
specimen was recovered, a photograph of the bird was provided, a description that 
distinguished the bird observed from other species was given, or an observation was 
made by a birder or a Commission employee fruniliar with Snowy Owls and similar 
species. Unconfirmed reports were those where minimal information (e.g., date and 
location) was provided and no judgment of what was actually observed could be 
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Figure 1. Number of confirmed Snowy Owl reports during the winter of 2011-12. Data 
are presented in ten day periods. The initial date was selected by using the first 
confirmed report. 
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made. Attempts were made to follow-up with observers to acquire definitive 
evidence, such as a photograph, when not provided initially. 
We used confirmed reports to summarize the data both temporally and spatially. To 
summarize the data temporally, we created a histogram (Figure I) showing the 
number of reports per ten day period, beginning with the first confirmed report as the 
start date. Confirmed reports where a specific date was not known were excluded 
from this histogram. To summarize the data spatially, we created a map (Figure 2) 
showing the location of all confirmed Snowy Owl reports. 
RESULTS 
Reports of 209 Snowy Owl observations were received, ranging from 8 November 
2011 to 30 May 2012. Of the 209, 170 reports were confirmed and these ranged 
from 24 November 2011 to 30 May 2012. Of the 170 confirmed reports, 33 were 
recovered carcasses, 92 were photographed, 29 were reported by a birder or agency 
person, and 14 were supported by description. The 30 May report involved a 
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moribund Snowy Owl recovered by Raptor Recovery Nebraska near Big Springs that 
subsequently died. This record is an outlier; the second latest report, which was 
confirmed, occurred 12 March 2012. 
Specific dates were available for 158 of the 170 reports. Based on the number of 
reports, the invasion peaked during late December and early January (Figure I). Of 
the 158 confirmed reports with a specific date, 56% occurred during the twenty-day 
period 24 December - 12 January. Snowy Owls were confirmed statewide (Figure 
2), with fewer reports from the extreme southeast, north-central, and extreme 
southwest. 
DISCUSSION 
The Snowy Owl invasion of 2011-12 appears to be unprecedented in terms of the 
number of total and confirmed reports. Modem reviewers (Sharpe et al. 2001, 
Johnsgard 1980, Rapp et al. 1958) of state bird occurrence have not identified years 
or winters when exceptional numbers of Snowy Owls were recorded in Nebraska. A 
review of The Nebraska Bird Review's winter field reports from 1993-94 to 2010-11 
showed the highest number of Snowy Owls reported during those years was 4 during 
the winter of 2001-02 (Silcock 2002). 
Snowy Owl invasions appear to have been more frequent in the years following 
settlement by European Americans. Bruner et al. (1904) described the species as 
"coming regularly" and "sometimes abundant", but details on specific invasion years 
were not provided. Brooking (ca. 1920) accounted for 24 records during the winter 
Figure 2. Spatial distribution of confirmed Snowy Owl reports in Nebraska during the 
winter of 2011-12. 
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of 1917-18 in south-central Nebraska, principally Adams, Clay and Webster 
Counties. Deane ( 1906) mentioned a report of 10 housed at one taxidermy shop in 
Omaha in December 1905. These are examples of the few instances where an 
accounting of Snowy Owl records has occurred, but it appears likely that these 
represent only a very small proportion of Snowy Owls observed in the state during 
those years. 
Unlike in earlier invasion years, modem media, communications and electronics 
played an important role in the reporting and recording of observations during the 
2011-12 invasion. The internet discussion group NEbirds allowed observers to 
report sightings in real-time. Several of the state's newspapers had articles about 
Snowy Owls, including feature articles with color photographs in the state's two 
major newspapers, the Omaha World Herald (Duggan 2011) and Lincoln Journal 
Star (Laukitis 2011 ). These articles also included requests that observers report 
Snowy Owl sightings to NGPC. Many of the 82 Snowy Owl reports from the 
general public that were received by NGPC were likely the result of information 
provided by media outlets or available on the internet. Many of these sightings were 
provided via email and included digital photographs, often captured with personal 
smart phones. The ability to capture and distribute information easily 
unquestionably translated into a higher proportion of observations being reported 
with definitive evidence. In a few instances, electronic reports and shared digital 
photographs ultimately revealed that two different owls were being observed in close 
proximity, but singly by different observers. 
The Snowy Owl invasion of2011-12 was remarkable and possibly unprecedented in 
regards to the number of documented Snowy Owls that have occurred in Nebraska. 
While other earlier invasions may have been of a similar magnitude and could have 
involved even more individuals, the capacity of early communication may have 
limited reporting. Modem communications and electronic devices unquestionably 
played an important role in the number of reports received and confirmed during the 
winter of201 l-12. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We thank the following individuals or organizations who reported sightings or 
provided information for this note: Darren Addy, Jeff Albrecht, Courtney Anthony, 
Dave Baasch, Jim Baird, Dina Barta, Stephanie Barwick, Dave Bean, Patty Bean, 
Dave Bergstrom, Ed Bishop, Ellen Boshart, Kent Boughton, Dave Brakenhoff, 
James Brennan, Terry Brentzel, Don Brockmeier, Mark Brogie, Bernice Crow, 
Custer Public Power District, Dale Davis, Becky Deterding, Stephen J. Dinsmore, 
Ray Dierking, Derek Downer, Paul Dunbar, Carol Eakins, Dave Ely, Cody Ervin, 
Betsy Finch, William Flack, Isaac Frecks, Jacob Fritten, Nie Fryda, Michele Fuhrer-
Hurt, Angus Garey, Keith Geluso, Bob Grier, Darin Griess, Justin Haahr, Marsha 
Hansen, Robin Harding, Robert Harms, Gregory Henderson, Greg Hesse, Mark 
Ingwersen, Jan Johnson, Richard Johnson, Adam Kester, Doug Kapke, Doug 
Krueger, Thomas Labedz, Jeanine Lackey, John Laux, Roger Lawson, Chuck 
76 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 80 No. 2 
Lesiak, Jill Liske-Clarke, Mike Luben, Dick Lutz, Joel Macklin, Mike Marshall, Jim 
McConnell, Brad McKinney, Bob Meduna, Dave Meyer, Jonathon Mohr, Wayne 
Mollhoff, Denise Morozov, Steve Morris, Sharon and Jerry Mulliken, Lucas Negus, 
Brian Nelson, Ann Nolon, John Norgaard, Steve Oberg, Perrenial Rural Electric 
Association, Stuart Pesek, Andrew Pierson, Doug Pollard, Mary Ann Pratt, Tom 
Rakow, Raptor Recovery Nebraska, Mark Rettig, Shawn Riley, Gary Roberts, Rich 
Routh, Ben Rutten, Rick Schmid, Ken Shuster, Kathy Schwery, Ami Sheffield, 
Andrew Sheldon, Gene Short, Albert Simants, Marie Smith, Rod Smith, Janet 
Stander, Ruth Stearns, Kirk Steffenson, Larry Stucklik, George Sund, Robert 
Sutherland, Cora Swanson, Gary Swingle, Chad Taylor, Dennis Thompson, Elaine 
Tipton, Janis Tordrup, Galen Truan, Tammy Vaughter, Greg Volzke, Tom Welstead, 
Scott Wessel, Brian Wragge. 
LITERATURE CITED 
Brooking AM. ca. 1920. Bird specimen records. Unpublished manuscript in the 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Archives. 
Bruner L, Wolcott RH, Swenk MH. 1904. A preliminary review of the birds of 
Nebraska, with synopses. Klopp and Bartlett, Omaha (NE). 
Deane R. 1906. Unusual abundance of the snowy owl (Nyctea nyctea). The Auk 
23:283-98. 
Duggan J. 2011. Sightings of snowy owl are big thrill. Omaha World Herald 30 
December 2011, Nebraska edition. 
Johnsgard PA. 1980. A revised list of the birds of Nebraska and adjacent plains 
states. Occasional papers of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union No. 6. 
Published by the author, Lincoln (NE). 
Laukitis AJ. 2011. Snowy owls fill Nebraska skies. Lincoln Journal Star 29 
December 2011. 
Parmelee D. 1992. Snowy owl. In The Birds of North America, No. 10 (Poole A, 
Stettenheim P, and Gill F, Eds.). Philadelphia(PA): the Academy of Natural 
Sciences; Washington (DC): The American Ornithologists' Union. 
Rapp WF, Rapp JLC, Baumgarten HE, Moser RA. 1958. Revised checklist of 
Nebraska birds. Occasional papers of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
No. 5. Published by the author, Crete (NE). 
Sharpe RS, Silcock WR, Jorgensen JG. 200 l. Birds of Nebraska: their occurrence 
and temporal distribution. Lincoln (NE): University of Nebraska Press. 
Silcock WR. 2002. Winter field report, December 2001 to February 2002. Nebraska 
Bird Review 70(1): 2-21. 
Vol. 80 No. 2 The Nebraska Bird Review 77 
Spring Field Days and Annual Meeting at Broken Bow 
The I 13th Annual Meeting and Spring Field Days were held in Broken Bow May 
18-20, 2011. Meetings and meals took place at the Mid-Plains Community College 
and were hosted by Tim Hajda. Despite the unseasonably warm spring weather that 
had preceded the meeting, the 50+ members and friends in attendance found 164 
species. Expected species from the Sandhills and surrounding habitats that were 
seen included Sharp-tailed Grouse, Greater Prairie Chicken, American Bittern, 
Black-crowned Night Heron, White-faced Ibis, Long-billed Curlew, Ovenbird and 
Northern Waterthrush. Less common species observed included Glossy Ibis, Merlin, 
Peregrine Falcon, Black-necked Stilt, Whimbrel, Alder Flycatcher, Wood Thrush, 
Summer Tanager, and Lazuli Bunting. (See Table for complete list). 
Field trips were led to Arcadia Diversion Dam WMA, Sherman Reservoir SRA, 
Bowman Lake SRA, Calamus Reservoir SRA, Victoria Springs SRA, Milburn 
Diversion Dam, the Nebraska National Forest near Halsey, Pressey WMA and 
Bitterns Call WMA. Field trip leaders were Bill Flack, Dave Heidt, Tim Hajda, 
Wayne Mollhoffand T.J. Walker. 
On Friday evening Eleanor Nugent from the Rainwater Basin Joint Venture outlined 
the Breeding Bird Survey Habitat Analysis project. They plan to focus on 14 species 
and the habitats needed to survive. Breeding Bird Survey participants were urged to 
provide GPS coordinates for the stops on their routes so that habitat data can be 
obtained. 
Also on Friday evening, Wayne Mollhoff provided an update on the Breeding Bird 
Atlas II project. Over 570 blocks were surveyed, and at least 205 species have been 
reported. 
Election of officers was held. Dan Leger was elected president, replacing Urban 
Lehner. Dave Heidt was elected vice-president, replacing Nancy Leonard. Don 
Paseka was elected to a three-year term as director, replacing Steve Lamphere. 
Current officers Kevin Poague (secretary), Betty Grenon (treasurer), Anita Breckbill 
(librarian), and Janis Paseka (editor) were reelected to additional one-year terms. 
A raffle for a drawing of a Sedge Wren by Jan Johnson was held. Proceeds went to 
the NOU General Fund. 
Correction: In the Winter Field Report, December 2011 to February 2012, two 
Golden Eagles were reported from the Ponca S.P. Christmas Bird Count (March 
2012 NBR, page 9). This is incorrect; no Golden Eagles were seen on the Ponca 
Christmas Bird Count. 
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- -- --- - -----
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Homed Lark 
------
Purple Mart~ 
Tree Swallow 
2 
"' ;::: u 
I x I x -+', _x +---i- -
i x ' x I x 
x 
x 
X / X I X 
i - ---------------- ---r------1 
x XIX x 
x 
N. Roug_h~winged Swallow 
Bank Swallow 
! x 
- +-- - x I x_ ! x I x I - i---:---
--------
_________ ________i___?.' J x : x --~------L-!. 
Cliff Swallow 
x 
! x ! x ___ x_l_]( j__](_J_x I x + 
Ix x xlx:x!x 
-
4 1- x - -- - t --;-~-i 
- ----t---
Red-breasted Nuthatch x -
-- ------------ -- -+--+-----+--- +-
White-breasted Nuthatch __ ~_J_ __"c_ r i L __ _j_ __:_ i x 
Barn Swallow 
-----
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Chipping Sparrow x x x x x x x x 
Clay-color~d Sparrow x 
FieM Sparrow x x x x x 
--
Vesp~r Spimow x 
[,ark Spa!Tow x x x x x x x x x 
l_,ark B~ting x x x x 
(}rasshopper Sparrow x x x x x x x 
Song; s_parro\V x x x x x x x 
Linc_oln's Sparrow x x 
Swamp Sparrow x 
S\lillmer !i_tnager x 
Northern Cardinal x x x x x x x x 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak x x x x 
-- ---
Black-headed Grosbeak x 
-+ 
x x 
Blue Grosbeak x x x x x 
--- -1 
l,i.t:zuli BU1)!ing x x 
InAigo ~:iiriting _ x x x x x 
t- ---
Dickcissel x x x x x x x x ! x 
Bob link x x x x x x x x 
Red-wifl_ged Blackbird x x x x x x x x x 
____ _, 
Eastern Meadowlark x 
Western Meadowlark x x x x x x x x 
----- - ---- - ----!-
Yellow-headed Blackbird x x x x x 
Common Grackle x x x x x x x x 
Great-tailed Grackle x x x x ! 
-+ ---
-+-
Brown-headed Cowbird I x i x x x x x x x 
- ---- ---- l Orchard Oriole x x x x x I x x 
Baltimore Oriole x x x x x x x x 
House Finch x x x x I x x x 
I 
Pine Siskin x I l 
American Goldfinch x x x x x x x x 
-~-
Hous~ ~parr<>_w x x x x x x x x 
Total species 164 . 71 128; 98 62 91 52 : 65 • 84 : 37 
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